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Now	that	you	are	familiar	with	eighths	and	sixteenths,	we	can	begin	looking	at	combinations	of	them	within	the
same	beat.	This	lesson	will	deal	primarily	with	two	one-beat	rhythms.		

Subdivision	Lesson	Three:
Subdivision	Mixture	

Just	as	before,	we	can	determine	whether	a	note	is	an	eighth	or	a	sixteenth	by	counting	how	many	beams	connect	
to	the	note’s	stem	(see	example	above).	These	patterns	may	look	similar	at	first,	but	through	carefully	noting
whether	the	eighth	note	or	the	sixteenth	notes	come	first	we	can	differentiate	the	two.	We	count	these	rhythms	as	
follows:

Remember:	in	this	context,	the	eighths	will	feel	long,	while	the	sixteenths	will	feel	short.	
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Mixture	with	quarters:	1	&a

2
Practice	the	following	exercises	with	the	metronome	at	60bpm,	beat	one	accent	turned	on,	and	subdivision	set	to
sixteenth	notes.	Try	them	with	the	metronome	set	to	eighth	note	subdivision,	and	no	subdivision	as	well.	You	can	
follow	the	link,	or	scan	the	QR	below	to	find	a	metronome	that	is	already	configured	to	60	bpm	with	sixteenths	
turned	on.	

https://jva-music.com/metronome/?bpm=60&beats=4&unit=4&p=ANNN&sub=4
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Mixture	with	quarters:	1e&

3

Mixture	with	eighths:	1	&a
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Mixture	with	eighths:	1e&
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Mixture	of	mixtures:
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Five	Little	Monkeys

Melodies	to	encourage	audiation:
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